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GETTING TO THE POINT BY PAUL COOK

weie’s ey o o] asnongst
lireai T ifWErET, Eid ifualles
the prestige or ubiily of the

firvarm manubactuner, whose oy
't imstantly diwan io the
rithellishments on a gun.
Checkering might be the very Tt
of these eenlselbshments we poticr

Checkering Basics

“Uheckering ™ has beoone
Hlmrlllm:; ol @ grormic bermm e
rmbellidients in the grip aned
lorrarm aihvas ol a lecann
Essemtially there are lhree Iypes
diamnared (whal wr most ulten
avsiciate with the lirm
checkering), fish scale, and basket
wreave, The lather two, s [houg
Carpenier of Carpenler Custinn

Both men agreed thal the nature of
il trade. Ihmiﬂg il |||1'|-'-|'.|.1J
preierences developed wwver thine
are as uniguee as lhe craflsmem
thirrmsrbrs

Grunstocks, LLE, pointed oul, is
argiably an tmuch a lorm al
carving, as il s checkering —
although they do bolh have a
regrular pattren

Dramond chiockenng has many
variations, beginsing with the

The teals they work with vary
lesa. Every now and then & special
munvhser of lines per imch (L) fiw] iy be mamle by the crafisman
There's flui-top cleckering, wheee
the dismamls are out in a way that
leaves 3 bt raiber than a pobol s
thir (o, and abigs Bne cleckering
ot conmonly seen on guns of
CrerTman origin

The work s ofien completed
i:lJ'l i1 -:mhm;ljlm hl]u,ntl 4|11|
power lools. The use of cach of
these tools vares with the
wTalsman Wherr Wil semmith, ol
Wenlyg Custion Gunstocks, 11T
preders a haid 1ool. Carpenter
preders a power checkering ool

to achieve a partacular goal, but for
the mmsisd prart, Uy re pearchased
ol the shell Somie cutting wheels
for parwet bsols can be
reahmrpened bul the hand ool
generally bave o Hiespan, then are
lr|,l|.u¢d Uul.tl: misbed Ll the
ntroduction of carbide hanal tools
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has gresth extended their e

Wilson s that wheen: “dhoing fncy
patirras, the chiscls and tools
madier.”

There Must be a
Reason

|'soallv we ratirre e thisl
checkrring on i litearmn is meani
o enhance grip. Thinkmg sl
momend, throughow history there
are qule & lew copirary !'.l_l.l:ll.;:nh.'l-
For instsnee, eiibtary leearma,
mosd old lever action Winchesters,
or guing back further, the
utilianan Kentucky rfle were nat
typdcally chevkesed

Clearty. cosi would e beena
factor bot maybe il was movement
away from ol Bmshes, that can be
Erippy. 1o mare sBppery syrtheti
listdadaes wpmirred inereased
uliletion ol checkenng. However
il came about, checkening
whether bser, pressed or hand oot
s preity mioch an expectaibon on
sporting fircarms todsy

If it Feels Right

All the abone bring said we're Iefl
with the purehy homan Gctor of

harw somcthing focls in the hane. 1)
# fecls right, secure and assared,
then it's ane less variable @ the
btz caloubation owr bradns
resiohr Histantly a1 tie
presenistion of a clay lurpel. Never
mizud thal frankdy, welldooe
checkenag looks beaudul

t.\.IHR s i lust proct .n'.]g
apeaking e’ found taat 2027 LM
ol diznond checkermy = & good
starting poul when @ cuslumer is
disling in their personal {ol for
et checkerin i Hl.':l:]u!rd i
abasivesirna i a conslderation asid
that some apphcations might be
oulside thal range depending on
intended e znd persoral tades
Wilson expluned thal scquctimnes
the sizr ol the tock may angac
the appearance of the checkerng
aned that on a small stock. smaller
checkering patierns may be
deired to keep the propuras a
balance

Custom Work

Since both Doug and Wikson
exrcule reslorations, they can
reproduce chssdc patterns, B the
Hemmpton Flour de lia
Incorparating the approjirie
factory embelinhments on a

POWEN CHECKENING TOOL FIXTURE BY HOLFOND AMD CO. WITH AN NIK
FOWER 30URCE. HOSFORD AND (O 1% ONE OF THE FEW POWER CHECKERING

TOOL MAKERT IN PRODULCTION

restored and/or apgraded dock i
arcal jewel i the crown of 3 well
done restoration. Doug said “As
mnach @ | ke dotag a custom
i, | like & i vl trfuielsish ziml
bringing 10 old gun back up o
soull" Hud the really mberesing
jobs are the custom joba

| saked Wikkon whai he 1|.1-'.!|.|.R||l
hiin tresl bnterestmg cusliom
checkermg job had been. He
theught a moment and then old
mie about 3 job that incorporated a
Loluimd Wider molirovele theme, 1t
bl alrogons sl laenes il wois
mutially b out onan adhesie
backed paper, then transderred 1o
the wumied. He wasl chisels o carve
ihe liguires il cliee lul'.l‘l'.l:l‘; Lis il

| askrd Doug the smme
griestion and right away he
described a nantEne-themed job
for a commercial dever thal he'd
done. I had cotrguass points that
were wrapped up i (e teniacles
ol a kraken, sarrounded with
diamond checkering. Much of the
F-h volied giade ].hlug s bl
where he'd been pramted Lititude
twy the customer o make i
distizuinee

Wilson sad he'd once done a
gus willy an val-leaf border op the
checlering thal ook Uree dava'
worle Doug foumnt] it hanl o
estimale how long a job might
takee. He described a wide variety
ol variables be the weasd the
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LATING &
FATTERM
our

A baTeT
Fumad s thee
detail vl the patlern
anal even abugpe of the
sinck to be checkerml
[nterestinghy, both iraflsmen
mibead Uit they biever recall
sctually telling a custmer© “nn” 1o
A dienired] pafiern, Serring a
customer for optimal
resihls wis cokhsed
LT wiig ersthisf
Wilson was suocmct when he
said “They're (the customer) the

oy Lhal has o jase il

Custom Cradles

Whirn | asbird [ s assl Wilsin
abeial e checkenng cradles used
s hadel (e workpieoe. | wasn
strpereed Do bearn that while thewr
s maary be largely ol i the-she l
thier eralbes are ol Wilson sadd
thint b e & seli-masde cralle aml
vinr (o e able Vo ol i work al
Tk Taemachs. 1 givves b 60
ihegrres of oneidation on mukiple
axrs Doug described combening
liw craalle with & L el ilralting
table. This allowes s ackdied
hesgh amdd il adpastanents o
ishitadn the ideal anglhe Lo approach
any ol

I dlenerituing his cradle, [houg
wend on o Lk abaoul hew he came
10 the ek andd his stiuggle (o
linal craltssnen willing o taks the
tirewr 1o shiare bnfarmation. Helhg
largeely self tmaghil, b tesaribed
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e
dilliculty
b lual
aned hiow
when he
tuwokt bida
rarly pobs
he
rxjplaked]
L |||\ Cusloener s
and asked themn
1o stick with him
“mntal (they
apreeil) i was
right.” Wilson
aabil thist b
laai] trmtoeed
Wentp aned
beained broan
his Unicle
anil bry
dong lots

work
Wilson
EAET
wiotks
along
with Joyoe Cardwrll, both
exrcuiing clirckering servioes b

Wiy

Choices, Choices,
Choices

i vina ve lumang the checkerng on
a spisrting frearm testored o
Eeshened up, you're probably
thinking of etickemg wath the
ariginal pallerns and siyles. i
Vil [P |Jju.;r.||i|iL.c thsl smme
AreErm or ¢ llrllhl-rll-lll.: i
altogether custom projed, wn
yous hrve qubie 3 nerember ol
clislees 1o make st surrounding
the checkering

Wilson wand thast bie kerps
cxarmiles o checkered docks for
custoiers Lo haslle while
cotialdering thie nomber of lines
per inch. He noted that centain

types of highly gured
WS FOOLET
axhlitingal il D
tis shabilier and
strengthen the

wimil in arcais) o be
checkered. These
jacE sy lakr

limae and

istrvsusly meldd o

ihe cost, He's

alses wheety hiedd

idetndls onio

the wond Lo try

i giee custormors & beel bor the
ajye=arance ol wiusl Uy re

conssilering having pul on g stock

Ihouig saned that "By the time a

guy wanls & custom stock, they

aliraty have sutiie ’.h.l|.|; i eniaepd

Dol CARPENTER S CHECEERING CRADLE
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He pris a good deal of latitude aa

s projects and while he o

o the s=me maics as Wilson

[

v Hgrured wood, he

with dramatic
painted] out st lemsinstes csn be
i 1o put ©erlam

wrll The vartations

¥
!

brtween the adbesives andd the

thlferent lomds of wood

imncorporl the luminations
hmve o b con

i you're hawing a costom
punsiock musde lor your sporting
firearm be propared for somme
decisson making. When vou armve
al the chreckermg, be sure vou

e Lis oy ally comsader ¥

opk and consull an cxpert

craftsrmian lie Doug Carpenler o

Wilson South. B
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